Oiticica is a native species of Brazilian semi-arid areas with a great potential for oil extraction. Thus, we aimed at evaluating both growth and chlorophyll indexes of 
INTRODUCTION
The oiticica (Licania rigida Benth) is a forest species, which belongs to the Chrysobalanaceae family, being found in watercourses of Brazilian semi-arid regions. This species' greatest importance relates to environmental aspects and to the industrial productions of oil, biodiesel and derivatives (Macedo et al., 2011) . Regarding the preservation of forest species, an adequate development of plants is the first step to guarantee a profitable production, which may be achieved through seedlings production with high-quality standards, being mostly related to physical and chemical characteristics of the substrate, allowing an adequate development of roots and nutrients supply (Santos et al., 2014) .
Despite being an endemic species in semi-arid regions, the effects of salinization, whether in plants for food or non-food purposes, may inhibit its adequate growth, mainly by reducing water and nutrients absorption rates, thus resulting in a nutritional imbalance, toxicity, physiological and metabolic disturbances, by the excess of salts in the root development zone and foliar tissues (Aydin et al., 2012; Jibran et al., 2013) . These stresses are negatively reflected on plants growth and development, impairing growth, foliar expansion, photosynthetic rate and in the productive capacity of crops (Aydin et al., 2012; Diniz Neto et al., 2014) . IV INOVAGRI International Meeting, 2017 The use of organic conditioners (e.g. bovine biofertilizer, bovine manure, stillage and composts containing humic substances) may minimize the effects of salts to plants, possibly by the liberation of carbon dioxide and organic acids during the organic matter decomposition, besides attenuating the sodium effects through calcium and magnesium liberation in the soil's exchange complex (Miranda et al., 2011; Calvo et al., 2014; Jardin, 2015) . Promising results have been demonstrated in several plant species irrigated with saline water, as reported by Diniz et al. (2014) , studying oiticica seedlings, Souto et al. (2013) with noni plants and Souza et al. (2012) when evaluating corn growth with the application of bovine biofertilizer.
Due to the scarcity of information concerning oiticica seedlings behavior in salinity conditions and the effects of the application of organic composts in the substrate produced by means of organic composting processes with castor bean and bovine manure, this study aimed at evaluating growth and chlorophyll indexes of oiticica seedlings in salinity conditions in substrate, with different proportions of an organic compost.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The experiment was conducted from February to May 2014, inside a greenhouse at the 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The interaction between water salinity and organic compost proportions significantly interfered in growth and chlorophyll indexes, as showed in Table 2 . A similar behavior was verified by Diniz Neto et al. (2014) by reporting that the application of bovine biofertilizer in oiticica seedlings irrigated with saline water exerted a significant influence on plant's growth and photosynthetic pigments.
The proportions of organic composts added to the substrate provided a better development of plants, considering its height, when comparing to plants exposed to the substrate containing only soil, and no difference was verified concerning irrigation water ( Figure 1A) . By relating the substrate results in the different proportions with the witness, it is verified that the organic input enabled increments of 50.0, 37.6 and 16.0% in non-saline water and 28.3, 36.5 and 47.9% in saline water, highlighting that in treatments with irrigation water with growth restrictions, increasing the proportion from 1:1 to 3:1 (organic compost: soil) has mitigated with greatest expressiveness the deleterious effects of salts to plants.
In high-salinity conditions, the application of organic inputs is important in mitigating salts for seedlings. Considering that the highest proportion ( COC = castor bean organic compost; CV = Coefficient of variation; ns = not significant by Tukey test; * and ** = significant at 5 and 1% probability, respectively. 
